Judging Pigmy Pouters
By Howard Kogan, Stephentown,
New York

Few experiences in showing Pigmy Pouters are
more disheartening than seeing the pnde ofthe loft
suddenly panic when it is placed in the judging
cage with other birds. W hen the panic is severe
the bird will try to escape through the bars, fly up,
or duck into a corner and try to disappear.
Needless to say the chance ofit calming down
enough to show well i1s remote. So are your
chances of winning.

As much as its the breeders responsibility to train
and prepare the bird for this moment, once the bird
Is in the judging cage, it is the judge’s
responsibility to help each bird show as best it
can. Judges should take theirtime! Many shows
are hectic and a judge who moves the class along
quickly is appreciated. But Pouters and Croppers
cannot be rushed. Nor should they be crowded!
Six birds per judging cage is plenty for Pigmies,
three and four is better for larger breeds. The judge
should work with at least to side by side judging
cages to divde the classes into reasonable
numbers or classes should be diwded by the breed
secretary so that each class is smaller.

Once a reasonable number of Pigmies are in front
ofthe judge, his or her first task is to do nothing.
Let the birds relax and get adjusted to their new
surroundings. After a few minutes start talking and
cooing to the birds to get them to start showing. At
first, reach into the cage to break up a fight or give
a bird that's stuck in the corner some space to
walk around in.

At this time you will also begin to notice any birds
with serious faults or, on the other side, any real
good lookers. Try to get all the birds blowing but
do it gently and slowly. Avoid sudden noises and
movem ents.

Hopefully at this point most ofthe birds will be
working. Ifone or two have not responded, try to
work with them to see if you can get them to
show. Dont ignore them! Remember some breeder
has spent a lot ofe and energy getting this bird to
your cage and they deserve a little extra effort on
you.

Ultim ately, of course, ifa bird will not infiate its be
at all, or spends all its time ducking, running and
fiying up, it will have to be eliminated to allow the
others an opportunity to show. Pigeons are, by
nature, members ofa flock and ifone among them



Is panicky, it will undermine the security ofthe
others and interfere h their showing well.

It should go without saying that the judge should
be familiar both with Pigmies and their show
standard. In general what you are looking foris a
thin, upnght bird ha large, round globe, a long
narrow waist and long legs that mowe easily and
gracefully. When judging, overall factors such as
structural balance, way of mowing, playfulness and
liveliness must be factored into r final decisions. In
fact, though points are assigned the various
aspects ofthe Pigmy, the standard specifically
instructs the judge to consider the harmonious
combination ofthe Pigmies properties rather n to
judge by simply adding up the point value ofits
features.

Globe(15points). The Pigmies globe should be well
inflated including some roundness at the back of
the neck. It should spring sharply away from the
waist and be round and symmetrical from all any
angle. It should be large and carried com fortably
without a tendency to over-blow causing the bird to
stagger backwards. It should be stably inflated
rather than going fom inflated slack every minute
0r 50.

Waist(15 points). The Pigmy's waist should be
long, slim and well defined. The more length from
the base ofthe globe to the legs, the better. It
should be V-shaped with a long straight keel.

Limbs(15 points): The Pigmy's limbs should be
long, close together and straight rom the body to
the hocks. At the hocks they should turn outward
slightly - the opposite of pigeon-toed -thereby
allowing the feet enough room to clear each other.
How close the upper part ofthe limbs should be is
oten discussed. Basically the closer the better so
long as there is no indication ofhip dysplasia and
the bird can walk easily without rolling or
straddling. The shanks should be as long as
possible though short shanks are pretty common.
From a side wiew the legs should be straight to the
hocks then slightly bent at the hocks. The owerall
impression ofthe imbs should be length, grace,
smoothness, and ease ofmovement. Legs should
connect smoothly to the body without any sign of
hinging.

Station and Showmanship (10 points). Here we
want to see a reachy bird that is upright -as near
as possible to having its eye plumb over the ball of
the foot with a well inflated globe, that mowes
easily and gracefully.



These four are the most important features ofthe
Pigmy Pouter.

Major faults in any ofthese areas must set the bird
back to the bottom ofthe class. M ajor faults in
these areas include lack ofglobe, a clearly out of
round globe, over-blowing, a horizontal station,
severe straddling or rolling, or a bird that is too
down in the hocks. This might be a good time to
note size. Generally the bird that has it all and is
smaller is preferred over a larger one. Pigmies
should stand about 11 to 12 inches from the floor
to the top ofthe head, however, a taller, thin bird is
to be preferred over a shorter, thicker one.

At this point we are at a total of55 points with the
remaining features being allotted only five points
each. By now you should have placed the birds in
your mind in rough order. Certainly the top and the
bottom ofthe classes should be pretty clear.

Now, Ill move on to other areas you will want to
take note ofbefore handling each bird. Fora more
detailed discussion ofthese features, refer to the
standard.

Wings should be narrow and carned well up to
show the waist to the maximum. Wing butts
should be well hidden and the fight end should be
neatly carried on the tail. Wings that cross on the
back (termed scissoring) are a fault. The back
should be slightly concave. A conwvex or roach
back is a fault. The tail should be narrow”
appearing only one or, at most one and a half
feathers wide. Here watch for wry or split tails,
both serious faults. A V+ail is also a fault. The
Pigmies head is dove-like and is rarely a problem.
Understandably Pigmies are prone to foot
problems especially bent toes. Toes should be
normally placed without bending under the ball of
the foot or twisting over one another. Two or more
severely bent toes is a serious fault. Ofcourse a
bird that is walking with toes bent under the ball of
their oot won't walk too well. So they are
penalized on that account as well.

Nowis a good time to handle a Pigmy though
many times surprisingly they are judged without
being handled. First they should be checked for
feather condition and freedom wermin. An out of
condition or a heavy louse infested bird should be
set back in their class there is really no excuse for
this. While in the hand check to be sure bird's
eyes are not cracked and that they are the proper
color to match the plumage color. You can also
take a closer look at the toes and tail if you have
any questions about them. This is also the time to






